The choice of the people for their representatives or leaders play significant role for the development, progress and general welfare of the people in a certain community. The selection of political leaders by people represents the very basis of democratic governance. Voting is a highly valued political activity. Political participation is an avenue for the people to have their representatives. The purpose of this study is to determine the level of interest of the electorate to participate in the election activities like to vote, attend political rallies of candidates to listen to their platforms, plan to join groups working for orderly and clean elections, put up posters for politicians, actively campaign for a political candidate, watch the counting of votes as private citizen, watchers for a political candidate, be the member of the Board of Election Inspectors. The descriptive -co relational method was utilized in this study. Our study indicates that there were significant relationships between the males' and females' level of participation in the election activities.
Introduction
Voting as a political activity is most highly valued in Philippine system. The choice of the people for their representatives or leaders play significant role for the development, progress and general welfare of the people in a certain community.
According
to Meinardus (2007) , in most countries, elections attract enormous public attention. This is not surprising as these political exercises constitute the heart of the democratic order. The selection of political leaders by people represents the very basis of democratic governance. In most democracies today, popular political participation is confined to the selection of leaders on election-day every few years. The
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June-July 2008 Vol.13 No.1 exercise of popular voting gives political legitimacy to the people's representatives. This legitimacy is essential for the stability of the democratic constitutional order. In countries where the election process is flawed the political leadership lacks legitimacy. Often this is the source of political instability, if not turmoil. In democracy, the power of the government is always limited by time.
In the Philippines, our constitution includes provisions that limit the terms of political leaders. The period of their service is expressly stated. For example, it explicitly stipulates that the president of the Philippines is ineligible to run the same office after her term.
Through election ideologies of political parties, programs and platforms come in. They are offered for the people when they exercise their political choice. Political participation is an avenue for the people to have their representatives. The purpose of this study is to determine the level of interest of the electorate to participate in the election activities.
Theoretical Background
In a published article entitled Elections and Voter Participation, one obstacle to consolidation of governments that is frequently cited is a perceived loss of local control over services and spending decisions. The theory is that the further away the voter is from the decision maker, the less accountability the decision maker will feel toward their needs and concerns. This is the reality in politics. The local government units which are represented by local officials are the political subdivisions of the state that should know very well about the needs and concerns of the electorates. However, they need the active participation of the people whether they are males or females to attain success.
It is noticeable that there is an increasing number of women vying for a political position in the government. The presence of this women officeholder tend to get enough representation and will possibly lead to different policy outcomes and different procedural pathways (Swers 2002 , Dodson 1998 , Burrell 1998 , Kathlene 1995 , Thomas 1994 , Saint-Germain 1989 , as cited by Dolan, 2004) . There is no significant relationship on the level of participation as manifested by the respondents with respect to the different election activities. Government. This will help them realize the voting behavior of the public. It gives them insights as what will be done to awaken the public on the importance of active involvement to political activities such as election.
Comelec.
As an agency which is responsible in conducting an election, the result of this research provides them the real scenario whether what election activities voters are interested in. Thus this will guide them in their evaluation to voters' level of participation.
La Salle University Faculty. An educational institution is a good venue to empower the voters in relation to their participation in election activities. There are questions in the minds of the educators, specifically on the voters' prudence to choose what election activities be given much attention. The result of this study will provide answers.
Methodology
The descriptive correlational method was utilized in this study. The instrument used is a modification from a locally accepted questionnaire. It
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Research Environment
The Honorable Reynaldo O. Parojinog is the incumbent chief executive in the city. The City of Ozamiz has fifty-one barangays which are classified into rural and urban barangays. This study focused on five of the urban barangays in the city namely: Barangay Banadero, Baybay Triunfo, Catadman, Tinago, and Lam-an. These are the barangays in the city that have good number of registered voters that is considered enough to represent the residents of the city.
Research Respondents
The researchers administered the questionnaires to the 125 males and 125 females who are of legal age and residents of the identified barangays. In every chosen barangay, 25 males and 25 females were randomly asked to answer the questionnaires distributed by the researchers. Table 1 presents the respondents of the study. 
The study made adapted instrument used by the Social Weather Survey (SWS). It was modified for this present study. However, this study cannot be considered a duplication of the said survey because the research questionnaires were conducted in different venue and answered by different group of respondents.
Forms of Election Activities
The following are the forms of election activities: (1)voting, (2) attending political rallies of candidates to listen their platforms, (3) planning to join groups working for orderly and clean elections, (4) putting up posters for politicians, (5) campaigning actively for a political candidate, (6) watching the counting of votes as private citizen, (7) be a watcher for a political candidate, (8) be a member of the Board of Election Inspectors.
Each of the election activity is followed by possible response. Each item has the qualitative equivalent as follows:
4-VERY MUCH INTERESTED (VMI ) -means the value of attention
given by the voter is more than what is necessary 3-INTERESTED ( I ) -means that the value of attention given by the voter is as much as necessary 2-NOT MUCH INTERESTED (NMI)-means that the voter has given little attention 1-NOT INTERESTED ( NI ) -means that the voter has not given any attention at all.
Data Analysis
The accomplished questionnaires were collected and the responses to each instrument were tallied. The data were then processed and tabulated. The frequency and percentage of its item were noted.
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Test of Hypothesis
The null hypothesis was tested at the 0.05 level of significance, using the Chi-square to test for significant relationships among the level of participation as manifested by the respondents with respect to the different election activities. They are grouped according to their gender.
Results and Discussion
This chapter presents, analyzes and interprets the data collected in this study. The data pertained to the participation of voters in the different activities during October 29, 2007 barangay election. Table 2 highlights the level of participation as determined by the voters concerning the election activity which is to vote. The Table shows that 62 or 49.6 percent of the male voters, and 66 or 52.8 percent of female voters manifested that they were very much interested to vote. This indicates that the value of attention given by most male and female voters are more than what is necessary while majority of the female voters likewise show interest. In an interview, a voter said, to
To Vote
vote is a right that every citizen should exercise with or without money involved (August 2007). Table 3 highlights the level of participation as determined by the voters concerning their interest to the election activity which to attend political rallies of candidates and to listen their platforms. The Table shows that 48 of the 125 male respondents or 38.4 % were interested while 38 of the 125 female respondents or 30. 4 % were not interested to attend political rallies of candidates to listen to the platforms. This result signifies that most of male voters gave attention as much as necessary to participate this election activity while most of the female voters gave less attention. A female voter when interviewed why she does not like much to attend political rally simply replied, -to avoid harm should there be some trouble during the rally‖ (September 2007). Table 4 highlights the level of participation as determined by the voters concerning their plan to join groups working for orderly and clean elections.
Attend Political Rallies of Candidates to Listen Their Platforms

Plan to Join Groups Working for Orderly and Clean Elections
32--------------------------------------------------------------------------
June-July 2008 Vol.13 No.1 As shown in Table 4 , 35 of the male voter respondents or 28.0 % are not interested. The 42 of the female voter respondents or 33.6 % showed their interests and had plans to join groups working for orderly and clean elections. This means that most of the male voters do not give any attention at all to this activity while most of the female voters show attention as much as necessary. Female voters show interest to join groups working for orderly and clean election for the reason that they seek change in the administration (Interview August 2007). Table 5 highlights the level of participation as determined by the voters concerning the putting up of posters for politicians. 
Put up Posters for Politicians
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Forty-six of the male respondents or 36. 8 % were not interested to participate in putting up the posters of the candidates. In this result not only the male respondents manifested no interest but also the women. The Table shows that 49 of the 125 women or 39.2 % were not interested. The result clearly shows that most of the male and female voters do not participate nor give any attention at all to this election activity. In an interview, the most common answer of the male and female voters was, -we can gain nothing when we post politicians' posters. It will not change the decision of voters .
Actively Campaign for a Political Candidate. Table 6 highlights the level of participation as determined by the voters concerning the election activity which is to actively campaign for a political candidate. Table 6 shows that 48 of the 125 male respondents or 38.4 % were not interested while 38 of the 125 female respondents or 30. 4 % were not much interested. This signifies that most of the male voters do not actively campaign for political candidates while most of the female voters give little attention to this election activity.
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June-July 2008 Vol.13 No.1 Table 7 highlights the level of participation as determined by the voters concerning the election activity which is to watch the counting of votes as private citizen. As shown in Table 7 , of the 250 male and female respondents 35 from males or 28.0% and 38 females or 30.4 % manifested that they were not interested to watch the counting of votes as private citizen. This means that most of male and female voters showed no attention at all to this election activity. -It is just a waste of time because when politicians will cheat they will use their machinery to do so‖ (Interview September 2007). Table 8 highlights the frequency distribution of voters' participation as watchers for a political candidate. The male and female respondents showed no interest to be watchers for a political candidate during the election, as shown in Table 8 . There were 39 of the male respondents or 31.2 % and 44 of the female respondents or 35.2% that were not interested to participate in this election activity. This means that most of the male and female voters do not want at all to be watchers during the election for a political candidate. -We will be interested to be watchers for a political candidate when the pay is good‖ replied by voters in an interview (October 2007) . Table 9 highlights the frequency of voters' participation to be the member of the board of election inspectors. Sixty (60) of the male respondents or 48.0 % and 73 or 58.4% of the females were not interested to be in the Board of Election Inspectors. This shows that most of the male and majority of the female voters did not give any attention at all to be a member of the board of election inspectors. Voters reply in four words when personally asked if they were interested to be a member of Board of Election Inspectors, -We are not qualified‖ (October 2008).
Watch the Counting of Votes as Private Citizen
Watchers for a Political Candidate
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To be the Member of the Board of Election Inspectors
Vol.13 No.1 Table 10 highlights the analysis pertaining to the participation of the voters in the election activities. There is no significant As shown in Table 10 in this study, there was no significant relationship between the male and female voters' level of participation in all of the election activities since the p-value are all greater than 0.05 than the significance level.
Summary of Findings, Conclusion, and Recommendations
Summary of Findings Our study indicates that the level of participation in the different election activities of the voters are as follows:
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1. Most of the male and majority of the female voters showed that they were very much interested to vote.
2. Most male and female voters are interested to attend political rallies to listen to the candidates' to listen their platforms and both showed interest to put up the posters of the politicians.
3. Most female voters are not much interested to actively campaign for a political candidate.
4. Most of the male voters are not interested to watch the counting of votes as private citizen, be wathchers for a political candidate during the election, to be a member of the Board of Election Inspectors.
5. Majority of the female are not interested to be a member of the Board of Election Inspectors.
The results of the test hypothesis among the two groups of respondents revealed that there were significant relationships between the males and females as to the level of their participation in the election activities.
Conclusion
Based on the findings of the study, voters adhere to their good decisions on what to be given much attention in the election activities. But, there is a need to give voters more information to educate them on the value and importance of participation in other election activities for progress and development of the country.
Recommendations
In the context of the findings of the study, the proponents present the following recommendations:
